Report: Brief highlights of the NOAA Science Advisory Board (SAB) Meeting 3/12-13/2008, Silver Spring, MD - Note: The full meeting agenda is available at http://www.sab.noaa.gov/Meetings/meetings.html

By: Peter Bell, NSGRP Liaison to the SAB – other NSGRP members attending, Frank Kudrna, Geraldine Knatz (both members  of the SAB)
Brief Highlights:

· Admiral Lautenbacher reviewed the budget  NOAA history and NOAA Update
· It is notable that while the budget has been increasing steadily last five years, currently the number on the President’s budget request for NOAA is $4.1 billion, historically the first time the funding will be at $4 billion or above (and, higher than NOAA’s request)
· Current Legislative “push:”

· NOAA Organic Act
· Aquaculture Act

· Titanic Treaty

· Coral Reef Conservation

· Currently working on:

· Coastal Zone Mgt. Act

· Sea Grant Re-Authorization

· NOAA Corps Legislation

· National Marine Sanctuaries

· Marine Mammal Protection Act

· Items for The Transition Team

· GEOSS (Earth OBS Summit)

· NOAA Early Warning System as a global model

· Climate Service

· Regionalization

· Water

· Hazard Resilient Coastlines

· Education-Outreach-Extension

· Communications

· To the public

· “Elevator Speeches” useful

· Andy Rosenberg, UNH : Census of Marine Life (CoML) Program Report: 
· A program looking for a home

·  NOAA? Sea Grant?

· (note: Barien Moore has left UNH – and NHSG – to join an atmosphere/air quality Co. located in Princeton, NJ.,  sponsored by Google Indust.)

· Richard Spinrad: SAB Benchmark Review
· note: 1/3 of NOAA R&D budget goes to support Cooperative Institutions (CI) and Joint Institutions (JI) at universities

· Admiral Richard West: NOAA Hydrographic  Services Review Panel (Congressionally mandated FACA):  

· Hydrographic charting – Marine Transportation, 
· topics of special interest to Sea Grant, ‘Ports and Harbors’

· Currently coastal charting is significantly under -funded, resulting in some unsafe channels and harbors

· Frank Kudrna : Final Report of the Extension, Outreach & Education Working Group

· As reviewed at the recent NSGRP meeting by Jeff Stephan, this report could have great significance for NOAA and Sea Grant
· The report was voted for unanimous approval by the SAB, and commented on favorably by Admiral Lautenbacher – NOAA Mgt. will take it from there
· Of particular Interest:

· Frank (and Co-Chair Gerry Wheeler) proposed 

·  Extension (and outreach) be integrated into all NOAA operations – a task that could be beneficial, but nonetheless difficult  to gain acceptance 
· Several areas of ‘resistance’ to the concepts could be expected

· An “Engagement Council” be formed –

· There was resistance to the concept, especially from operations such as the new “Education Council” – 
· strong sentiments were expressed By Louisa Koch

· David Kennedy (NOS): Reviews of the NOAA Coral Reef Conservation Program

·  NOAA Activities in support of the International Year of the Reef (IYR)
· John Calder( NOAA Arctic  Research Office): NOAA Activities in support of the International Polar Year (IPY)

· Rather frightening observations

· Barient Sea –Large warm water masses are moving from South to North toward the Arctic

· Arctic Ice: Rapid rate of ice decline – even significantly higher rate than that predicted by the IPCC Report
· Atmospheric pollution (“greenhouse effect”)…..still under study

