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A life long diver, he began exploring deep shipwrecks through decompression diving while in 
junior high school. These experiences have taken him to the Amazon River searching for 
freshwater dolphins, and to the USS MONITOR and 

Gordon Gunter.  He led NOAA’s innovation and 
planning for the Smithsonian Institution’s Ocean Hall, and achieved a National Ocean Action 
Plan goal of securing a permanent, dedicated ship for the national ocean exploration 
program, the NOAA Ship Okeanos Explorer.   

RMS TITANIC

Craig McLean is also an attorney and has practiced marine resource law for NOAA.  He has 
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historic shipwreck management. 

He is a frequent speaker on ocean related subjects, 
rooted in his diverse NOAA career experience in fisheries, coastal and marine area 
management, directing research, law, and both surface and submerged marine operations.  
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