National Sea Grant Review Panel 2007

Membership Committee Report  (J. Weis, chair, plus W. Stubblefield, J. Woeste)

The panel is set up to provide guidance to the National Sea Grant Program and NOAA. The enabling legislation specifies that not less than eight members come from Marine Science fields. For the past decade, the members representing marine science have been primarily from areas of physical and geological oceanography. In contrast, the research sponsored by Sea Grant is heavily dominated by the biological sciences (ecosystems, aquaculture, fisheries, biotechnology to name a few theme areas).  Thus, we recommend that the disciplinary composition of the panel more closely resemble that of the Sea Grant programmatic portfolio. 

Beyond the disciplinary background, the legislation indicates that other members represent other fields such as education, marine affairs, extension, resource management, State government, planning and economics. We need to seek a membership that is more diverse and broader based, including ethnic, gender, and societal linkages (program recipients). To that end, we need to encourage involvement of marine-related industry interests (such as fishing, ports), state and local government, and advocacy groups that share the goals of the program. Some examples might be a leader from the boating industry, a representative of state or local government that has been involved with the program, and a representative from one of the national natural resource conservation advocacy groups. Since the program is university-based, having a sitting or past University President on the Panel is also recommended. We currently have representatives of industry, a private interest group, a governmental body, and "consumer interest" (i.e. ports and aquariums) on the Panel. We also would recommend having geographic balance (East, West, Gulf and Great Lakes). We also recommend that the people nominated be willing to make a time commitment to the panel, beyond just two meetings per year. We recommend that the composition of the panel in the future strive to represent even more diverse backgrounds. 

