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About the Acting Deputy Assistant
Administrator, Programs and
Administration for Oceanic and
Atmospheric Research

Judith Gray

Judy Gray is Deputy Assistant Administrator, Programs and
Administration (Acting) for NOAA’s Office of Oceanic and Atmospheric
Research (OAR). She is responsible for daily operations and
administration of NOAA’s research enterprise, and the execution of
NOAA programs including the Climate program, National Sea Grant,
and Ocean Exploration and Research.

For the past 12 years, she served as Deputy Director of NOAA’s
Atlantic Oceanographic and Meteorological Laboratory (AOML) in
Miami, FL.

A meteorologist, Gray has been with NOAA for 30 years. She started
as a NOAA Corps officer and became a scientist at the Pacific Marine
Environmental Laboratory in Seattle, where she studied winds along
the mountainous coastline of Alaska on NOAA ships and aircraft in
support of the Fisheries Oceanography Coordinated Investigations.
Gray moved to OAR in 1990 to be an advocate for oceanic and
atmospheric research, was OAR’s first representative to NOAA’s
Program Coordination Office, served as the Acting Executive Director
and Acting Deputy Director of NOAA’s then 11 Environmental
Research Laboratories (ERL), and was Program Manager for the NOAA
Coastal Forecast System and GLOBEC (Global Ocean Ecosystems
Dynamics).

She earned her undergraduate degree in meteorology from Penn
State, and her master’s degree in atmospheric sciences from the
University of Washington. Gray is a graduate of the first class of
NOAA’s Leadership Competencies Development Program, and a
mentor to NOAA staff across NOAA. In addition to developing people
to meet their potential, her life-long goal is to provide the Nation with
outstanding research to improve weather, ocean, and climate
forecasting and a policy-neutral scientific basis for making
environmental decisions.

She has a Department of Commerce Bronze Medal, Department of
Energy Federal Energy and Water Management Award, and a NOAA
Special Act Award. Her favorite awards are her humorous honors
including the Above and Beyond the Call of Duty award from the ERL
Directors and the Meritorious Order of Management (MOM) award
from AOML staff.
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