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Re: Sea Grant Legal Network’s Response to the NSGAB Futures Committee’s Report

Dear Sylvain,

Thank you for facilitating this opportunity to submit comments to the SGA on the recent reports of the
National Sea Grant Advisory Board. Because of its particular relevance to our work, the Sea Grant
Legal Network chose to focus on the Futures Committee’s Report to the Board.

While we agreec with many of the recommendations of the Futures Committee regarding Sea Grant’s

funding and branding, the Legal Network is troubled by the Futures Comumittee’s apparent lack of
awareness of existing Sea Grant climate change programming. The Committee’s recommendations for

a.“Climate Change_Mitigation and - AdaptationInitiative’> suggest-that-Sea-Grant-is-not-currently

addressing these issues in the local communities. That is not the case. Given that there are severalnew

NSGAB members, the Legal Network urges the SGA and the individual Sea Grant directors to
consider how the NSGAB might be better informed about Sea Grant programming. Projects and
outcomes are highlighted in each program’s annual report, but those are not the most efficient means
of providing information. Webinars, for instances, could be used to inform NSGAB members of
emerging initiatives and recent impacts.

Many Sea Grant programs already have the specialists the Futures Committee recommended that
NSGO hire on staff. For instance, North Carolina has a regional climate extension specialist, a coastal
construction and erosion specialist, and a coastal law, policy, and community development
specialist. [llinois-Indiana Sea Grant has an environmental planning specialist. Under the auspices of
the Sea Grant Assembly, ninety Sea Grant specialists working on coastal planning and urban
infrastructure have become members of the Sustainable Coastal Community Development Network.
The newly formed Sea Grant Climate Network, which is open to the entire network (educators,
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communicators, extension agents, etc.), has 262 members. These specialists are on the front lines of
policy development, water quality planning, land use planning, and climate change mitigation and
adaptation. It seems unnecessary and potentially redundant to hire new people to do work that can be
(and is being) done by specialists already.

The Legal Network believes Sea Grant already has a “national reservoir of experts [that] would be
available to advise local governments in the assessment of their climate change vulnerabilities and in
planning to meet their adaptation challenges.” What we need are mechanisms to coordinate the efforts
of those experts and facilitate information sharing, The SCCD and the Climate Network are important
first steps towards such coordination and communication, but those are “bottom-up” efforts. A “top-
down” approach is also needed.

The Legal Network urges the NSGAB to consider how such a climate change initiative could be
supported by the NSGO and the Sea Grant network while utilizing existing programs and specialists.
For instance, the existing Sea Grant climate change programming would benefit from a comprehensive
national plan identifying research and extension needs and outlining a path forward. An NSGAB
recommendation that such a plan be developed by the NSGO with the assistance of SGA and the
individual networks could go much further in establishing the National Sea Grant College Program as
a leader in this area than hiring specialists to work in Washington, D.C. Furthermore, national
“outside” experts are not always accepted by the local communities undertaking planning efforts, as
evidenced by coastal Mississippi’s rejection of many plans developed by national experts (with local
community participation) following Hurricane Katrina.

The Futures Report would also have benefited from a clearer statement about what Sea Grant’s role
can be in general and how crucial we are to achieving meaningful changes in ocean and coastal
management to ensure the sustainability of vital resources for future generations. As state and local
governments begin to address the impacts of climate change, Sea Grant’s role should be what it has
always been — a neutral broker and facilitator. Sea Grant is able to serve this role, unlike other entities,
because we have access to so many stakeholders, funding and endorsement from the federal
government, and the neutral, academic link. The programs within the Legal Network support these
efforts by providing law and policy expertise where little currently exists and training the next

generation of professionals to be fluent in ocean law and policy. This unique role should be highlighted

WHENEVET POSSIDIE,

Finally, the Legal Network urges the Futures Committee and the NSGAB to consider the role Sea
Grant can play in marine spatial planning and management. While there are links to community
sustainability and climate change adaptation, marine spatial planning as contemplated by the Ocean
Policy Task Force may involve different planning processes. As the Task Force’s plan is finalized,
federal agencies, state coastal management programs, and local governments will have to implement
this new framework. They will need all the help they can get.

Thank you again for the opportunity to comment. I hope the PMC and SGA find these comments
useful as they prepare their response to the NSGAB.




Sincerely,

Stephanie Showalter
Director, National Sea Grant Law Center
Chair, Sea Grant Legal Network




