NATIONAL SEA GRANT INFORMATION ONLINE
A lot of information on the Sea Grant Program is available online at the National Sea Grant webpage http://www.seagrant.noaa.gov/ – we encourage you to look around.

The following areas of the site may be of particular interest: 

About Sea Grant (link from Top Navigation Bar)
http://www.seagrant.noaa.gov/aboutsg/index.html

Overview of the National Sea Grant College Program.
Administrative Information (link from Left Navigation Bar)
http://www.seagrant.noaa.gov/other/admininfo.html
Assorted Operations and Procedures documents – generally information that used to be included in the “Sea Grant Greenbook.”  Come here to find policy and guidance documents on such items as Omnibus Information, Annual Progress Reporting, and NSGO Guidance and Policy Memos.  
(Note: this area of the website will be undergoing an upgrade to reorganize the information, so we welcome your feedback on information / documents you would like to see included here.  Please send comments on the site to: oar.sg.webmaster@noaa.gov)
Directory / Contact Information (link from Left Navigation Bar)
http://www.seagrant.noaa.gov/other/sgdirectory.htm
This site provides links to the Sea Grant Searchable Directory, a listing of Directors / State Programs, Review Panel Directory, and the NSGO Main Office Directory.  On the NSGO Directory page you will also find links to the NOAA, OAR and NSGO Organizational Charts.

News and Events (link from Top Navigation Bar)
http://www.seagrant.noaa.gov/newsevents/index.html

Links to the current and archived e-Currents bulletins, as well as information on other news and events.  Buttons on this page provide access to (1) the ‘Sea Grant Experts Guide’, and (2) the ‘News Story Archive.’
Requests for Proposals (‘View Requests for Proposals’ Button on main page)
http://www.seagrant.noaa.gov/funding/rfp.html

Information and links to announcements about the Sea Grant National Strategic Investments competitions, and other grant opportunities outside of the standard Sea Grant Program Omnibus.

Sea Grant Review Panel Site (under Leadership in the Top Navigation Bar) 
http://www.seagrant.noaa.gov/leadership/review_panel.html

Information on the activities of the National Sea Grant Review Panel, including Panel membership, meeting schedules and minutes, and Reports released by the Panel.

GRANTS MANAGEMENT SYSTEMS
Grants.gov, Grants Online and NIMS
To manage Sea Grant awards, you will need to be familiar with three systems: Grants.gov, Grants Online and NIMS.  The three systems work to organize 3 separate portions of the grants management process: 

Grants.gov serves as a portal by which an applicant (in this case the Sea Grant program) submits an application for a grant from the Federal government.  This system is accessed via a web portal and is widely used by numerous federal agencies.  An applicant must be registered with the system in order to submit an application – at this point all of the Sea Grant programs are set up to use this system.
· Grants.gov access: www.grants.gov
· Grants.gov training:

· Grants.gov Help Line: 1-800-518-4726 (M-F 7am-9pm Eastern)
· Grants.gov Contacts Page:  http://www.grants.gov/contactus/contactus.jsp
Grants Online is the NOAA specific ‘back end’ to Grants.gov – once received through grants.gov, an application is sent to NOAA and managed through Grants Online.  This includes both the decision process to determine if an award will be met, as well as the subsequent reporting if an award is made.  Reporting submitted through Grants Online satisfies the legal granting requirements imposed by the award of Federal funds.  Individuals have specific roles within the system (program officer, authorized rep, etc).  The system can sometimes be unintuitive, and we recommend taking a training class if possible.  If not, training manuals for the system are available online. 
· Grants Online access: https://grantsonline.rdc.noaa.gov/
· Grants Online Help: 
· 1-877-662-2478
· GrantsOnline.HelpDesk@noaa.gov
· GrantsOnline.QandA@noaa.gov
· Grants Online PMO Website at www.ofa.noaa.gov/~grantsonline to Access:
· Grants Online Training/Support Resources

· Frequently Asked Questions

· What’s New page

NIMS, the National Information Management System, is the new database system implemented by the National Office.  This system will be used to track the performance of both projects and programs, and to satisfy the Annual Reporting requirements of the National Office.  Inputting information into NIMS will NOT automatically satisfy the NOAA reporting requirements for your grant.  However, the NIMS system is set up to make satisfying the NOAA requirements straightforward: the “reporting” function in NIMS will simply and quickly generate reports that can be attached in Grants Online to satisfy NOAA’s performance progress reporting requirements.  
· NIMS access: http://seagrant.noaa.gov/NIMS/NimsHome/default.aspx
· NIMS General Info, FAQs and Contact Information: http://www.seagrant.noaa.gov/other/admininfo/nimsfaqs.html
REPORTING 

Sea Grant Programs are required to report out on their awards in order to satisfy both the Department of Commerce and NSGO.  

General Reporting info
· Financial Reports - submitted through Grants Online

· Performance Progress Reports - submitted through Grants Online
· Once information is entered into NIMS, the ‘Generate Reports’ function will create a document that can be attached as the PPR in Grants Online
· Annual Reporting – submitted through NIMS database

	Report Type
	Reporting Period
	Due Date

	Financial Report: 
SF-272: Federal Cash Transactions Report
	Every 6 months, covering defined periods: 
(1) April 1 – September 30
(2) October 1 – March 31
	30 days after completion of reporting period:

(1) Due October 30
(2) Due April 30

	Financial Report: 
SF-269: Financial Status Report - FINAL
	Complete Award Period
	90 days after end date of award.

	Progress Report: Performance Progress Report - Periodic
	Determined by award start date   
Awards tied to the omnibus should have an annual reporting period.
	No later than 30 days following end of the reporting period.

	Progress Report: Performance Progress Report - Final
	Complete Award Period.
THIS IS A PUBLIC DOCUMENT
	90 days after end date of award. 

	Annual Reporting
	Data should be entered into NIMS as it is available.  Report covers a one year period: February 1 – January 31
	October 19, 2007
(for 2/1/06-1/31/07)


NOAA Grant Management Policies

· The complete Department of Commerce “Uniform Administrative Requirements for Grants” (15 CFR Part 14) is available on line at: http://www.access.gpo.gov/nara/cfr/waisidx_00/15cfr14_00.html
· 15 CFR Part 14.51 deals specifically with Reporting requirements.

