
Fiscal Officer conference call  
3-5 pm EDT, September 25, 2008 

Call in number 1-866-746-2456, #3234152 
Last updated:  9-24-08 

Agenda: 
A. Grants management updates from the NSGO   
B. Discussion of questions and answers from the programs   

Kola, Rich, Alan, Fiscal Officers 
C. Sea Grant Week 2009 - Will there be one?  
D. SGA Meeting in November, Report to the Directors 
  
AGENDA DETAILS: 
A. Grants management updates from the NSGO   
1) Spending down an award. Are awards being checked by the Inspector General to 
see how much is being drawn down?  YES 
 
2) Delinquent PPR and Financial statements on Grant Online (GoL) – What are the 
consequences?  In the near future, delinquent reports will curtail access to ASAP. 
 
3) Extension to Close-out period:  Must be submitted 10 days before the end of the 
close-out period.  This extension is simply to extend the close-out period, NOT to allow 
for any project expenditures. 
 
4) REMEMBER to check out:   

a) "What's NEW" on the GoL home page to get the most recent updates.   
b) The GoL training modules (accessible from the GoL login page.) 

 
5) Discuss 90-2/90-4 as it relates to NIMS. 
 
6) New releases to GoL:  The new Federal financial form which replaces the sf-272 and 
sf-269 could be released in the next month or so.  Watch the NSGO newsletter updates 
for more information! 
 
7) Reminder – Fiscal information can be found at:  
http://www.seagrant.noaa.gov/other/admininfo/fiscalofficers.html 
 
B. Discussion of questions and answers from the programs   
(Q1) Can a new project start after a no-cost extension has been granted on the 
award? 
A:  No.  New projects can not begin under a no-cost extension. The Code of Federal 
Regulations is silent on Program Development projects.  
 
(Q2) Can you reprogram funds to pay for personnel completing close-out activities 
on your Omnibus award? 
A:  Yes. 
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(Q3) Under expanded authority can we rebudget funds under 10% of the total 
Federal share of the award without prior approval from our grants officer? 
A:  The 10% rule for rebudgeting applies to the SF424 for the entire life of the award, 
including the period under no-cost extension and extension to closeout.  
 
(Q4). Are Canada and Mexico considered foreign travel? 
A:  Neither is currently considered "Foreign Travel" under Federal rules. But we are 
expecting that to change with the implementation of the new passport laws. Recommend 
an Award Action Request be submitted regardless (just to be safe).  All foreign travel 
related to the award will be approved. 
 
(Q5)  The NEPA questionnaire was a required document on the AIS NSI RFP.  Will 
this be a requirement for projects on the omnibus? 
A.  No, though it may be requested on a case by case basis. 
 
(Q6)  We haven’t heard much lately about the SF-424 Research and Related (R&R) 
form. What is the status of the form as it relates to Sea Grant?  
A:  The sf-424 R&R form has been created in the GoL system and will be implemented 
sometime in fiscal year 2009.  We do not have the exact date, but will keep you posted.   
 
 (Q7)  Can program income from the sale of Sea Grant publications be  
 co-mingled with state general funds or return on overhead funds? 
A:  15 CFR  Subsection 14.24 covers Program Income. Below is the GPO link to the 
Electronic Code of Federal Regulations that each fiscal Officer should bookmark. 
http://ecfr.gpoaccess.gov/cgi/t/text/text-idx?c=ecfr&tpl=/index.tpl

Program income funds from Sea Grant publications have received considerable 
discussion over the years. The discussion has revolved around the status of the remaining 
balance of the funds once an award ends and who do those funds belong to.  The National 
Office has encouraged the Sea Grant Programs to charge for publications to reduce 
publishing costs.  It has been determined that it would be impractical to return the balance 
to the National Office at the end of an award period simply to be reissued back to the Sea 
Grant Programs out of a new budget period (Sea Grant College Program is an on going 
program that is funded from various on going awards). 

It was ultimately determined that to ensure adequate funding would be available for 
publications, the following would be the best way to handle the funds:  

•       The programs may charge for publications. 

•       The income received from publications produced and sold under an Omnibus 
award should be identified with that award using a separate account number for 
the duration of the life of the award. 
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•       At the end of an Omnibus award when the final 269 report is submitted, goes in 
the undisbursed program income amount, under the program income section, is 
carried over to the new award and a new account should be setup for it. 

•       Any program income received from publications that were produced under a 
closed award will belong to the institution.   

(Q8)  How is permanent equipment defined?  
A:  The Department of Commerce Grants Manual defines equipments as "Tangible, 
nonexpendable, personal property having a useful life of more than one year and an 
acquisition cost of $5,000 or more per unit. For awards subject to 15 CFR Part 14, 
equipment also includes exempt property charged directly to the award".   
 
(Q9)  On the 90-2 which institution’s affiliate code do you use in a subaward. Do the 
affiliate code and the I-code need to be the same? 
A:  We will by discussing this further and how it interacts with NIMS. 
 
 
 

 3


