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Library History and Statisticsy y
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Est. 1970
106,874 + documents total 

69,168 hard copy circulating collection
37,706 hard copy archive collection
journal reprints (49%), technical reports (10%), and advisory reports 
(10%) 
Proceedings, books, newsletters, handbooks, videos, CD-ROMs, computer 
software  maps and other miscellaneous reports comprise remaindersoftware, maps and other miscellaneous reports comprise remainder

Access to17,000 digital Sea Grant documents (~18,800 total)
1,797 archived electronic documents and reprints (not available online due to copyright 
restrictions or large file size)  

Total 2.9 million documents downloaded since inception 
50,000 + downloads per month
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Management Team

Director, Cynthia Murray, (1 FTE)
Assistant Director, Joyce Winn, (1 
FTE)FTE)

Location
Ocean Science and Exploration Ocean Science and Exploration 
Center 
- dedicated June 2009
Adjacent to Pell Library (top floor)

Pell staffs NSGL during off 
hours 

F d l I t tFederal Investment
Requesting $233,586 for FY 10
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Robert L. • Space for 1.4 
Carothers 

Library and 
Learning 

Commons in 
Kingston

p
million volumes 
and seating for 
1300 readers

College of 
Continuing 
Education 

• Supports 
College of 
C ti i  Library in 

Providence
Continuing 
Education

Pell Marine 
Science 

Library in 
Narragansett

• Emphasizes 
ocean sciences

• Home to Sea 
Grant LibraryGrant Library
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Collection Management (37%) binding/repairg ( )
1. Publication Processing:
cataloging
document processing (labels, 

g/ p
inventories

Database/Electronic File p g ( ,
stamps, bookpockets, etc.)
circulation database updates
follow-up work w/programs

Database/Electronic File 
Management (35%) 
bibliographic input
record editingp /p g

pre-numbering of new pubs
document filing
2  Collection Maintenance:

record editing
PDF electronic retrievals, file 
optimization/conversions
monthly uploads2. Collection Maintenance:

physical upkeep of both 
circulating and (off-site) archive 
collections (including AV media 

monthly uploads
software upgrades
database 
development/improvements  ( g

and/newsletters)
development/improvements, 
future directions



Duties
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Outreach Activities Ask-A-Librarian online web service
(13%) 

conference displays
bookmark promotion

miscellaneous requests

Administrative (7%) 
website dev./maintenance
digital library development
monthly acquisitions page/email 

budget/proposal writing
personnel
reports 

alerts

Additional Patron 

purchasing

Services (8%) 
reference
loans
literature searches
online search training



Documents Submitted
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Categories: Maps, Charts and AtlasesCategories: 
Technical Reports

Proceedings are records of professional symposia, 
workshops, or conferences

Bibliographies/Directories

Handbooks/Manuals/Guides

Computer Programs/Documentationworkshops, or conferences

Extension/Advisory Service Reports, Fact Sheets, 
Surveys, etc. 

Books and Monographs

Electronic Publications

Theses Titles and Abstracts

Newsletters/Periodicals 

Reprints (journal articles, book chapters and 
proceedings papers)

Educational Materials (curricula, study guides, 
l  l  t  l b t  id  lid  

Management Reports

lesson plans, posters, laboratory guides, slides, 
movies and videotapes) 

Audio-Visual Presentations (slide shows, films, 
videotapes, radio broadcasts and/or scripts, 
television documentaries and all other future 
formats)



Institutional Setting Libraryg
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Joanna Burkhardt
Acting Head, Pell 

Library Pell Library Staff

David Maslyn
Dean, University 

Libraries

y
Librarian

Cynthia Murray
Coordinator, Sea 
Grant Depository

Joyce Winn
Loan Librarian

IT Specialist (36 hrs. 
per yr.)Grant Depository



Annual Statistics 2009 Library
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1,937 new titles (984 previous year)1,937 new titles (984 previous year)
97% increase in annual growth due to SGA Reprint 
ProjectProject
Access to17,000 digital/electronic documents

1 750 added last year (782 previous year)1,750 added last year (782 previous year)



Downloads
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600,853 PDF documents downloaded (a 30% 600,853 PDF documents downloaded (a 30% 
increase from 463,583 in previous year)
50,000 Sea Grant documents downloaded each 50,000 Sea Grant documents downloaded each 
month from patrons all over the world (40,000 
previous year)p y )



Hard Copiesp
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487 requests for hardcopy loans, staff-assisted literature q py ,
searches, search training and reference questions

From local, state and federal government agencies, private 
industry, academic institutions, other Sea Grant programs, and the industry, academic institutions, other Sea Grant programs, and the 
general public

Formats not digitized:
DVD  idDVDs, videos
Documents w/ copyright restrictions (journal reprints, books, etc.)
Images and maps (lose quality, not good at low resolution)
Longer documents are hard to read via the web
50% of the collection is "grey literature" not readily available 
through ordinary channelsg y



Archive
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URI Robert L. Carothers Library and Learning URI Robert L. Carothers Library and Learning 
Commons, Kingston campus (7 miles away) 



SGA Reprint Project Libraryp j
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Study of Sea Grant's peer-reviewed productivity
Compiled bibliographies (for publication years 1990-2004) for each SG 
program to review (e.g. did the list accurately represented their true 
productivity?)  

Responses varied Responses varied 
NSGL received 1,063 peer-reviewed reprints (a 169% increase from last year)
Study later included recent years

Highlighted challenge of capturing documents published after close of PI 
grant

Outcome
To easily identify peer-reviewed productivity for future reporting, the NSGL 
revamped its numbering classification system for the reprint category 
distinguishing between "peer-reviewed" and other types of reprints



Search Engine Rankingsg g
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NSGL often ranked in the #1 (or close to) of millions of hits for these search terms:  

Google
#1 out of 1.08million  "digital documents sea"   
#1 t f 31 8 illi  "  lib i  di it l"                                                                   #1 out of 31.8 million "ocean libraries digital"                                                                   

Yahoo
#1 out of 4 6 million "marine science documents digital" #1 out of 4.6 million marine science documents digital  
#2 out of 16.2 million "digital documents sea"

Bingg
#1 out of 8.8 million "digital documents sea"
#2 out of 1.7  million "marine science documents digital“

Facebook
broaden visibility and drive traffic to NSGL website services.
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Digital Librariesg
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Indexingg
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Aquatic Sciences and Fisheries Abstracts – marine Aquatic Sciences and Fisheries Abstracts marine 
and aquatic sciences indexing and abstracting 
database

Global access to Sea Grant via links to electronic 
documents

National Information Services Corp. – produces 
and distributes Marine, Oceanographic & Freshwater 
Resources on CD (bibliography)



Continuing Effortsg
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Aquatic Commons
Thematic digital repository covering the natural marine  Thematic digital repository covering the natural marine, 
estuarine /brackish and fresh water environments. 
Contains a growing collection of published and unpublished 
research, organizational publications, and other scholarly 
materialsmaterials

Pilot project: incorporate Alaska Sea Grant's digital documents. 
Additional metadata can then be added to these records which 
will be harvested by AVANO which aggregates records from 
marine and aquatic repositories around the World.
Could serve as a prototype for other programs
Graduate Library student intern will do a professional field 
experience (Spring/Summer 2010) to assist with the pilot 

Participating in Aquatic Commons will help the NSGL realize 
two long-term goals:  (1) making the publication's database 
available in a format that can be shared by others, and (2) 
providing a mirror site for these online documents in case of a 

t  f il   t t hi  tsystem failure or catastrophic event.



Program Metrics – Awards and HonorsLibraryg

Education World's February 2008 Site Review
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Education World s February 2008 Site Review
A+ awarded to the NSGL website for both content and site 
design.


